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ITS ALL ABOUT THE NUMBER 350 

The answer is 350. What is the question? A local group, Ryde Gladesville Climate Change Action Group say that the important question is “How many parts per million of carbon dioxide is a safe level for the planet?” Scientists have determined that to preserve the planet, we must reduce the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere from its current level of 392 parts per million to below 350 ppm. 
On Saturday this week the group joined 2000 other events in 175 countries from Bondi to Burundi to mark “Moving Planet Day” a day to call for climate action by governments around the world. 

The local group cycled from Meadowbank to Olympic Park, after which the riders made the number 350 (pictured) from their bicycles at Anderson Park, adjoining Ryde Wharf.
Spokesperson for the Ryde Gladesville Climate Change Action Group Jo Spangaro says “You can think of 350 as the "safe upper limit" for carbon dioxide in our atmosphere. But 350 is more than a number—it's a symbol of where we need to head as a planet.” 

Three years ago, after leading climatologists observed rapid ice melt in the Arctic and other frightening signs of climate change, they issued a series of studies showing that the planet faced both human and natural disaster if atmospheric concentrations of CO2 remained above 350 parts per million. According to Bill McKibben of 350.org, the grass roots group behind Moving Planet day, everyone from Al Gore to the UN.’s top climate scientist has now embraced the goal of 350 parts per million as necessary for stabilizing the planet and preventing complete disaster.
“Locally we know that people in this area really want to see action on renewable energy to address climate change”, says Jo Spangaro of the Ryde Gladesville climate group. In the last few months we surveyed 291 local residents by door knocking and at shopping centres about this issue. 89% of those we surveyed think the government needs to move proactively on installing renewable energy and 75% agree with putting a price on carbon.  This is a very different picture from what is often reported in the media and what some politicians are putting forward.”

In the meantime, getting on your bike might just get us that bit closer towards 350.
To see more images 350 events worldwide go to http://moving-planet.org/. For more on the Ryde Gladesville Climate group www.info@climatechangerg.org. 
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